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The Mass General Difference


We have remained at the forefront of medicine by fostering a culture of collaboration, pushing the boundaries of medical research, educating the brightest medical minds and maintaining an unwavering commitment to the diverse communities we serve.
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Conditions & Treatments


We offer diagnostic and treatment options for common and complex medical conditions.
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Patients & Visitors


We are committed to providing expert care—safely and effectively. Let us help you navigate your in-person or virtual visit to Mass General.
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Research & Innovation


At Mass General, the brightest minds in medicine collaborate on behalf of our patients to bridge innovation science with state-of-the-art clinical medicine.
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Lurie Center for Autism



The Lurie Center for Autism is a multidisciplinary clinical, research, training and advocacy program dedicated to treating individuals with autism spectrum disorder and other developmental disorders across the lifespan.
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Lurie Center for Autism



1 Maguire Road


Lexington, 
							MA 
							02421





Phone: 781-860-1700


Fax: 781-860-1766



Email: luriecenter@partners.org


Hours: 










8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.



Subscribe to our LurieNOW bimonthly newsletter,
or read our most recent issue here.

Read our Diversity and Inclusion Statement

Public Transportation

MBTA 

There are two bus routes between Alewife Station and the Bedford VA that stop close to Lurie Center, on the corner of Hartwell Avenue and Maguire Road. Route 62 bus stops on the corner of Bedford Street and Hartwell Avenue. Walk approximately 5 blocks on Hartwell Avenue, then turn right on to Maguire Road to arrive at the Lurie Center. Route 62/76 stops on Hartwell Ave at the Bikeway. They run approximately once per hour with larger gaps in the afternoon.

REV 128 Business Council Van Service
Not affiliated with MBTA. Riders pay full non-member fares, $3 per ride. Route R1 goes between Alewife Station and Hartwell Ave. The closest stops to Lurie Center are 4 Maguire Rd (KSQ – across the street from the Lurie Center parking lot) and 44 Hartwell Ave. It runs approximately every 90 minutes. Use the rider app (Tripshot) to pay for your fare and track the bus.

Support Us
With your support, the Lurie Center for Autism—a program of Massachusetts General Hospital and Mass General for Children—can continue to advance understanding and treatment of autism spectrum disorder. Learn more.






Explore This Center







Overview

The Lurie Center for Autism is an integrated and multidisciplinary clinical, research, training and advocacy program dedicated to treating individuals with autism spectrum disorder and other developmental disorders. Our mission is to treat individuals and support their families across the lifespan. Our Lexington location is the primary clinical care and clinical research site. The Lurie Center for Autism is born out of a philosophy that people with developmental disabilities deserve to be viewed as individuals, each with personal patterns of talents and challenges. We strongly believe that each individual deserves the opportunity for access to the quantity and quality of services needed to reach his or her full potential, regardless of economic, social or ethnic background.

The Lurie Center clinical model combines evaluation and treatment by physicians, psychologists, and nurse practitioners in collaboration with other professionals involved in the individual’s care, including educational consultants, behavioral consultants, and our on-site Spaulding partners. Our unique approach is applied not only to diagnosis but also to identifying the most appropriate interventions and therapies for each patient’s special needs. The multidisciplinary model further offers the opportunity for the care team to more effectively communicate and learn from each other to improve complex clinical care.

The Lurie Center evaluates children aged 6 and younger for an initial question of autism. We specialize in caring for individuals with autism spectrum disorder and complex profiles. The Lurie Center is committed to providing support for individuals with autism and the following conditions across the lifespan.   

	Angelman Syndrome
	Phelan McDermid Syndrome
	Rett Syndrome
	Smith-Magenis Syndrome
	Williams Syndrome



Collaborative Partners Based in our Lexington Location Include:

	Spaulding Outpatient Center at Lexington
	MGH Aspire


Meet the Team

Lurie Center for Autism Director

	Christopher McDougle, MD


Lurie Center for Autism Medical Director

	Ann Neumeyer, MD


Lurie Center for Autism Clinical Director, Non-Physician Services

	Lisa Nowinski, PhD


Lurie Center for Autism Scientific Director

	Jacob Hooker, PhD




Our Providers and Specialists
Our Providers

	Kirstin B. Birtwell, PhD
 Psychology
	Rebecca Doggett, PhD
Psychology
	Robert L. Doyle, MD
 Psychiatry
	Gillian Erhabor, PhD
 Psychology
	Nora Friedman, MD
 Psychiatry
	Rachel Goldin, PhD
Psychology
	Renee M. Green, PhD
 Psychiatry
	Sarah M. Kadzielski, MD
 Gastroenterology
	Christopher Keary, MD
 Psychiatry
	Douglas Maus, MD, PhD
 Neurology

	D. Scott McLeod, PhD
 Executive Director, Aspire
Psychology
	Susanna Mierau, MD, PhD
Neurology
	Todd Miller, PhD
Psychology
	Bretton Mulder, PsyD
Aspire Program Director, Teen and Young Adult Services
Psychology
	Michelle Palumbo, MD
 Pediatrics, Psychiatry
	Jill Pineda, PhD
Psychology
	Christina Sakai, MD
Developmental Behavioral Pediatrics
	Devina Savant, MD, MBBS
Developmental Behavioral Pediatrics
	Ron Thibert, DO
 Neurology
	Robyn Thom, MD
Psychiatry
	Alyssa S. Travers, PhD
Psychology
	Shelley Waite, MD
Neurology
	Leah Wibecan, MD
Neurology


Primary Care Services

	James Bath, MD


Nurse Practitioner

	Jessica Flowers, MSN, RN, PMHNP


Nurses

	Rachel Bailey, RN
	Stefanie Barnard, RN, MSN
	Trisha Daniel, RN
	Elizabeth Fitzgerald, BSN, RN
	Angela Zammuto, RN


Family Support Clinicians

	Susan Kessler, MSW, LICSW
	Amy Levitan, MSW, LICSW, CCBT
	Julie O’Brien, LMHC
	Gloria Rivera, MSW, LCSW
	Ellen Roth, MSW, LICSW


Senior Behavioral Consultant

	Nicole Simon, EdM, LABA, BCBA


Education Specialist

	Gretchen L. Timmel, MEd


MGH Patient Navigator for Autism

	Karen A. Turner, MS, OTR/L



Our on-site Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Speech-Language Therapy Services are provided by rehabilitation specialists from the Spaulding Outpatient Center for Children Lexington.



Patient Resources

View the full collection of patient resources from the Lurie Center for Autism



Workshops and Events

Coffee Convo Presentation Series (view schedule) 

The Lurie Center for Autism is committed to providing ongoing evidence-based learning and training opportunities for patients, families, and professionals. Our popular Coffee Convo presentation series runs monthly throughout the year. Coffee Convo events are presented virtually on Wednesday evenings from 6:30pm – 7:30pm. All events are free and open to the public. Registration opens four weeks prior to each event. To receive registration email reminders, subscribe here.

Wednesday, April 10th - Register Online
"Autoimmune Disorders and ASD"
Presenters:  Chris McDougle, MD

The Lurie Center for Autism invites you to join Christopher J. McDougle, MD for a presentation and discussion on the relationship between autoimmune disorders in biological relatives and having a child with autism spectrum disorder (ASD).  Evidence for this possible association will be presented. Common autoimmune disorders, including multiple sclerosis (MS), Lupus, rheumatoid arthritis, type 1 diabetes mellitus, psoriasis/eczema, Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis, and thyroid disease will be discussed. The possible clinical presentation of an individual with immune-related ASD will be discussed; potential clinical comorbidities include gastrointestinal disorders, seizure disorders, and sleep disorders. Finally, we will present a new study being conducted at the Lurie Center for Autism that addresses the possible relationship between familial autoimmune disorders and ASD.  


Many of our Coffee Convo presentations have been recorded. Visit our YouTube Channel to watch our Coffee Convo playlists.




Parent and Caregiver Workshops (view schedule)

The Lurie Center for Autism invites parents, guardians and families to participate in our Parent and Caregiver Workshops. All workshops are held virtually and open to the public. Registration is Required. Reserve your spot by contacting us at LurieCenter@partners.org or 781-860-1700. Virtual meeting links will be emailed to all confirmed registrants prior to event day. Below is the list of current workshops being offered. Workshop descriptions and scheduling details are available here.

	Understanding Your Child’s New Autism Diagnosis and Next Steps
	Autism 101 - 6-Session Workshop Series for Parents of Newly Diagnosed Children
	Supporting Early Language Development with Pivotal Response Treatment (PRT)
	South Asian Autism Group and Resources (SAAGAR)
	Educational Options for Your Preschool Age Child With ASD
	Navigating the IEP for Your Child with ASD
	Behavior Basics - A 3-Part Series
	Safety at Home and in the Community
	De-Escalating Challenging Behaviors: A CPI Training for Parents and Caregivers
	De-Escalating Challenging Behaviors: A Virtual CPI Training for Parents and Caregivers
	Parent CPI Refresher Class: Physical De-Escalation Skills
	Parent CPI Refresher Class: Verbal De-Escalation Skills
	Fear of Needles
	Pill Swallowing
	Parent Desensitization Training Series
	Transition to Adult Services
	Guardianship 101
	Guardianship 102
	Guardianship 103
	Guardianship 104





Evaluation & Services

For Children and Adolescents

	Pediatric Developmental Evaluations & Services
	Educational Consulting Services
	Neurology Evaluations & Services
	Psychiatry Evaluations & Services
	Gastroenterology Evaluations & Services
	Psychological & Educational Evaluations & Services
	Behavioral Consultation and Training Services
	Speech-Language Therapy (Spaulding Outpatient Services at the Lurie Center)
	Occupational Therapy  (Spaulding Outpatient Services at the Lurie Center)
	Physical Therapy  (Spaulding Outpatient Services at the Lurie Center)
	Family Support Services
	MGH Aspire
	Primary Care Services


For Adults

	Neurology Evaluations & Services
	Psychiatry Evaluations & Services
	Gastroenterology Evaluations & Services
	Psychological & Educational Evaluations & Services
	Behavioral Consultation and Training Services
	Family Support Services
	MGH Aspire
	Primary Care Services




Research

Central to the mission of the Lurie Center for Autism is to advance knowledge of the causes of and treatments for autism spectrum disorder and other developmental disorders and rapidly translate these discoveries into exceptional clinical care over a lifetime. Learn more about Research at the Lurie Center for Autism.


News

See below for important news articles and published material. 




N-acetylcysteine for Trichotemnomania in an Adult Female With Williams Syndrome , Journal of Clinical Psychopharmacology, March 2024
Carroll HM, McDougle CJ, Thom RP.  

Guanfacine for the Treatment of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder in Children and Adolescents with Down Syndrome: A Retrospective Chart Review. , Journal of Child and Adolescent Pschopharmacology, March 2024
Powers JH, Wu M, Palumbo M, Keary CJ, McDougle CJ, Ravichandran C, Thom RP.

Risk of Autism after Prenatal Topiramate, Valproate, or Lamotrigine Exposure, New England Journal of Medicine, March 2024
Authors: Sonia Hernández-Díaz, M.D., Dr.P.H., Loreen Straub, M.D., Brian T. Bateman, M.D., Yanmin Zhu, Ph.D., Helen Mogun, M.S., Katherine L. Wisner, M.D., Kathryn J. Gray, M.D., Ph.D., Barry Lester, Ph.D., Christopher J. McDougle, M.D., Elyse DiCesare, B.A., Page B. Pennell, M.D., and Krista F. Huybrechts, Ph.D. 

"Prescription Stimulant Use During Pregnancy and Risk of Neurodevelopmental Disorders in Children" - JAMA Psychiatry. January 24, 2024
Chris McDougle, MD

"Buspirone for the treatment of anxiety in Williams syndrome: a retrospective chart review study", Expert Opinion on Pharmacotherapy. January 22, 2024.
Eva Shin, Danielle Renzi, Camila Canales, Caitlin Ravichandran, Christopher McDougle & Robyn Thom. 

"Improving Care for Autistic Adults", Harvard Medical School - Trends in Medicine, November 2023

Congratulations to Ann Neumeyer, MD for her recently published article, "Optimizing Care for Autistic Patients in Healthcare Settings: A Scoping Review and Call To Action.”, Academic Pediatrics, November 2023

Congratulations to Ann Neumeyer, MD and Hannah Brooks for their recently published article, "Co-occurrence and inheritance of two typically sporadic neurogenetic disorders" in Annals of the Child Neurology Society, December 2023

"It's a very human condition: Researchers seek answers to mystery of autism, in blood", The Boston Globe, November 22, 2023

Congratulations to Danielle Renzi as the lead author of Body mass index variation in adults with Williams syndrome:  associations with predicted dietary intake and food behaviors in Food and Nutrition Research.

Congratulations to Robyn Thom, MD, Caitlin Ravichandran, PhD, and Christopher McDougle, MD for their newly published article Clozapine for treatment refractory catatonia in individual with ASD:  a retrospective chart review study in the Expert Review of Clinical Pharmacology (online), August 2023.

Congratulations to Eva Shin, Caitlin Ravichandran, PhD, Danielle Renzi, Chris McDougle, MD, and Robyn Thom, MD. for their newly published article Diversity of Participants in Williams Syndrome Intervention Studies in the Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, August 2023.

Congratulations to Robyn Thom, MD, Camila Canales, Chris McDougle, MD, Jacob Hooker, PhD, Yachin Chen, PhD, Nicole Zurcher, PhD, for their article Neuroimaging Research in Williams syndrome:  Beginning to bridge the gap with clinical care  published in Neuroscience and Neuroscience and Biobehavior Reviews, August 2023.

Congratulations to Chris McDougle, MD and Chris Keary, MD, for their new article published in the online journal Expert Review of Neurotherapeutics: Current and emerging treatment options for Angelman syndrome, August 2023

Congratulations to Chris Keary, MD for his new article published in European Journal of Paediatric Neurology: Gaboxadol in angelman syndrome: A double-blind, parallel-group, randomized placebo-controlled phase 3 study, August 2023.

"Lurie Center Hopes to Increase Biobank Representation of Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder", Bench Press - MassGeneral Research Institute, April 2023

A U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report found one in 36 children received an autism spectrum disorder (ASD) diagnosis in 2020 compared to a rate of one in 44 in 2018.  Watch the video to hear from Dr. Chris Keary, a psychiatrist with the Lurie Center for Autism at Mass General for Children in Boston, Massachusetts. WCVB 5 News, Boston

Congratulations to Ann M. Neumeyer, MD, medical director of the MGH Lurie Center for Autism, who was recently appointed the incumbent of the MGH Lurie Family Endowed Chair in Autism. Dr. Neumeyer’s work focuses on the diagnosis and treatment of children with autism and of children with neurodevelopmental disabilities. She has a strong interest in investigations of metabolic and bone development, drug trials and medical issues in children with autism and advocating for children with autism in the Massachusetts State House.

Congratulations to Jacob Hooker, PhD, Scientific Director at the Lurie Center for Autism, for being selected as a national finalist in chemistry for the 2022 Blavatnik National Awards for Young Scientists.

Congratulations to Chris McDougle, Robyn Thom, Caitlin Ravichandran, Michelle Palumbo, Chris Keary, and Jennifer Mullett for their new article published online in Neuropsychopharmacology: A randomized double-blind, placebo-controlled pilot trial of mirtazapine for anxiety in children and adolescents with ASD, March 2022

Congratulations to Lurie Center researchers Robyn Thom, Caitlin Ravichandran, Jennifer Mullett, and Christopher McDougle for their article Repetitive Thoughts and Repetitive Behaviors in Williams Syndrome recently published in the Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, February 2022.

Congratulations to Chris Keary, Ron Thibert, and Nicole Simon for their newly published article, A multidisciplinary approach and consensus statement to establish standards of care for Angelman syndrome, in Molecular Genetics & Genomic Medicine, February 2022.

"Considerations for the identification of autism spectrum disorder in children with vision or hearing impairment: A critical review of the literature and recommendations for practice", The Clinical Neuropsychologist, December 2021
Natasha N. Ludwig, Dasal Tenzin Jashar, Kelly Sheperd, Jill L. Pineda, Dani Previ, Jennifer Reesman, Calliope Holingue and Gwendolyn J. Gerner

Congratulations to Evan Bordt, PhD, of the MGH Lurie Center for Autism, for recently being awarded a grant from the Autism Research Institute (ARI). 
The ARI supports research on the underlying causes of and treatments for autism spectrum disorder.

Congratulations to Robyn Thom, MD, child and adolescent psychiatrist at the MGH Lurie Center for Autism, for being awarded a Jerome Lejeune Foundation grant. 
The Jerome Lejeune Foundation supports research on childhood genetic disorders associated with intellectual disability. Thom’s study will assess the pharmacologic treatment of depression in adults with Down syndrome.

Congratulations to Marcy Kingsbury for her new article published in TISSUE BARRIERS: The Zonulin-transgenic mouse displays behavioral alterations ameliorated via depletion of the gut microbiota, November 2021

Primary Care Services Now Offered at the Lurie Center - James Bath, MD Special Announcement , November 2021

New Scientific Director Aims to Broaden Autism Research - Mass General Giving, November, 2021

Congratulations to Robyn Thom, Chris Keary, and Chris McDougle for their new article:  "Functional Neurological Symptom Disorder in Williams Syndrome: Case Series and Review of Relevant Literature" in the Journal of the Academy of Consultation-liaison Psychiatry.

"Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors for the Treatment of Depression in Adults with Down Syndrome:  A Preliminary Retrospective Chart Review Study", brain sciences, September 2021
Robyn Thom, MD, Michelle Palumbo, MD, Chris McDougle, MD, and Caitlin Ravichandran, MD

Congratulations to Robyn Thom, MD and Christopher McDougle, MD for two new publications: "Evaluation and Treatment of New-Onset Psychotic Symptoms in a Patient with ASD and Multiple Autoimmune Disorders", and "Challenges and Strategies to Mitigate Problematic Social Media Use in Psychiatric Disorders".

Congratulations to Robyn Thom, MD, child and adolescent psychiatrist at the MGH Lurie Center for Autism, for receiving an Early Investigator Award from the Williams Syndrome Association. This award provides support for early investigators performing research aimed at improving the health and well-being across the lifespan of individuals with Williams syndrome.

Congratulations to Robyn Thom, MD, child and adolescent psychiatrist at the MGH Lurie Center for Autism, for receiving the Louis V. Gerstner III Research Scholar Award from the MGH Department of Psychiatry. This competitive grant award is geared to newly or recently trained MDs or PhDs who seek to pursue careers as clinician-researchers or researchers in the areas of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and/or ADHD plus related disorders. 

"Buspirone for the treatment of generalized anxiety disorder in Down syndrome: Three cases", Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, May 2021
Yamini Howe, Robyn Thom, Chris McDougle and Michelle Palumbo

Congratulations to Emily Anderberg for the publication of Co‑occurring Down Syndrome and Autism Spectrum Disorder: Cognitive, Adaptive, and Behavioral Characteristics in the Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, April 2021

Congratulations to Marcy Kingsbury, PhD, for being one of eight junior faculty recipients of the 2021 Claflin Distinguished Scholar Awards! These awards support the career advancement and research productivity of women in science at MGH.

"Development of an adapted Clinical Global Impression scale for use in Angelman syndrome", January 4, 2021, Journal of Neurodevelopmental Disorders
Christopher Keary, MD, Alexander Kolevzon, Pamela Ventola, Gali Heimer, Jeffrey L Neul, Mathews Adera, Judith Jaeger



 

Videos

The Lurie Center for Autism is committed to providing educational and training resources for patients, families, and professionals. Visit our YouTube Channel to scroll through our library of provider videos and recorded presentations. New videos are added monthly. For specifc playlists, see below.

	General ASD Information
	Coffee Convo Presentation Series 2023-2024 
	Coffee Convo Presentation Series 2022-2023




Careers

The Lurie Center for Autism is currently seeking applicants for the following open positions: 

Summer 2024 Undergraduate Research Internships - Application period is closed
Neurodevelopmental Faculty Scientist - Lurie Center for Autism
Clinical Psychiatrist - Lurie Center for Autism
Senior Clinical Research Coordinator
Clinical Research Coordinator II
Clinical Research Coordinator II - Williams Syndrome
Grant Administrator - Lurie Center for Autism

Predoctoral Practicum in Clinical Neuropsychology 
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities and Assessment 
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Maternal Immune Activation and the Impact on Neurodevelopment
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Communication Analysis, Modeling and Intervention in ASD 
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Molecular and Behavioral Neuroscience
MGH Fellowship Program in Autism Spectrum Disorder 




 Request an appointment     Reach us through Patient Gateway  




Support the Lurie Center for Autism















Professional Training at the Lurie Center for Autism

The Lurie Center for Autism is committed to advancing knowledge about autism spectrum disorder (ASD) for professionals, students, and trainees.
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Education & Training

Explore fellowships, residencies, internships and other educational opportunities.
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Learn about career opportunities, search for positions and apply for a job.
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Get the latest news, explore events and connect with Mass General.
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Learn about the many ways you can get involved and support Mass General.
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